Peter and the Wolf



“Peter and the Wolf” was written by the Russian composer, Sergei Prokofiev (1891-1953). Living through the Russian Revolution, and Stalin’s U.S.S.R., Prokofiev and other composers of his generation, faced the constant scrutiny of their work by the Soviet State. Prokofiev composed numerous works, but in order to please the government, he was careful to choose subject matter that would be considered politically “safe”. He is best remembered for his popular ballets, “Romeo and Juliet” and “Cinderella”, and even more so for his children’s music, of which the best known piece is “Peter and the Wolf”. “Peter and the Wolf” tells the story of a young boy, Peter, who sneaks out of his grandfather’s cabin to play with his animal friends, a cat, a bird and a duck, when a wolf suddenly comes upon them! Clever Peter, however, is able to catch the wolf and save his friends. The story is told by using different instruments of the orchestra to represent each character. Originally composed for orchestra with narrator, “Peter and the Wolf” has also been turned into a children’s ballet.
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Serge Prokofiev

(1891-1953)

The traditional cliché about artists has been that they die in poverty and neglect; in our century we
have demonstrated that too much attention may be equally dangerous for the artist. Serge Prokofiev
managed to suffer both extremes in the course of his career.

Born April 23, 1891, at Sontsovka in the Ukraine, young Prokofiev, like most composers, was
musically precocious. He was also skilled at chess, which he loved next to music throughout his life. By the
time he was thirteen, when he was examined for the St. Petersburg Conservatory, he was able to show the
examiners the works he had composed — four operas, two sonatas, a symphony, and some piano pieces.
Admitted, he studied under such teachers as Rimsky-Korsakov, Glazunov, and Gliére. His teachers found
him difficult: like most promising composers, he wrote his way, not by the rules.

In July 1914 Prokofiev went to France, where he was collected by Diaghilev as another composer for
that amazing accumulation of talent, Diaghilev’s Ballet Russe. Then the war broke out; Prokofiev returned
to Russia, where in 1917 he wrote some of his best works so far, including the “Classical” Symphony, one
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